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‘Home Office dithering is
to blame for the death of
my darling daughter’

By Richard Edwards
‘Crime Correspondent

has dlid afer taking & “paty
s died al ing a

drug™ that the Home Office
failed to ban despite announe-
inii; that it would be made ille-
gol eight months ago, The Dadly
Telegrmph can disclose.

Hester Stewart, 21, an “out-
standing” student whose ambi-
tion was o become a surgeon,
was found dead at a house in
Brighton on Sunday maorning,
after a friend called police and
said that she had taken a liquid
drug called GBL.

Police are investigating
whether she took the drug
knowingly, but a long-term
friend has told Miss Stewart’s
Eunulj.' that she “never ever look
drugs™ and would “never have
knowingly taken this sub-
stance™,

In an emotional interview

with ﬂufﬂaﬂy Telegraph yester-
day, Ma ~ Stewart, her
mother, a nutritionist,

said that 5|'Il.. elt “cheated,
frustrated and un.?'y" that the
Home Office had hesitoted on
o promise last year to ban the
substance, despite it being
illegal in wevernl other coun-
tries.

She said she was “mortified”
to leamn of the delays in pro-
hibiting the drug, which Is
similar to the notorious “date-
rape” drug GHE, and said that
it may take “my darling Hessie

to die for somebody to take
notioe™. ;
plumm ban GBL in M

(4] s 1
and said at the time thﬂ.‘!.g;ﬁ_‘
drug “ean lead to dependence,
unconsciousness ond even
death by intoxication™. Bul a
delay in the ban becoming law
has meant that it is still legal
loday and freely available on
the intermet for as little as 50p
a dose.

The guestions pul pressure
on the beleaguered Home Sec-
retary, Jacqui Smith.

Miss Stewart is believed to
be the third person to have
died in the past 12 months
after laking GBL - gamma-
butyrolactone — which has
been an increasingly popular
drug on the party scene for the
past five years.

GBL 15 comverted in the
stomach into GHE, which was
banned in 2003. Doctors first
gave warning about it in 2005,
when one said that it was
“vastly more dangerous than
ecstusy™. Dr Sean Curmumings,
who runs a private clinic in
central London, said he knew
of two deaths linked to it.

Last August, the Govern-
ment's drugs advisers told the
Home Office that the substance
should be classified as a Class
C dru

But because it also has o use
as an industrial solvent — in
the plastics industry and as a
nail polish remover — officials
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have been delayed in framing
the legislation. It is banned for
personal use in America, Can-
ada and Sweden.

Mrs Stewart said: *How can

the Home Office not be
nooouniahle for somas lﬂm

this? How come it's not ¢
fied? How could this happen?
“Some pen-pusher some-
where should be able to work
oul how to ban it. How come
; hesitated?
“This is a disaster. It's just

beyond beliel that somel
hﬁtum could have hupmhlgﬁ
to such a brilliant, caring, intel-
ligent girl who had so much to
offer the whole world, not just
her family.

“I feel gutted, [ feel cheated,
| feel bitterly frustrated and
angry that this has been
allowed to happen.”

Mrs Stewart is 8 founder of
the Natural Health Advisory
Service and presents a series
on a satellite television chan-

nel. “In my work | teach people
how to look after themselves
and all the stuff I do is caring
aboul le, and that's the
kind of environment Hessie's
been brought up in,” she said.
“I'm just gutted the Home
Office didn't care enough.”

It is a tragic case with echoes
of Leah Betis, the sc i
who died on her 18th birth
in 1995 when she took an
ecstasy tablet. Her parents
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Swine flu: NHS

M(}HI: than 32million masks
are being ordered by the
Department of I-[a.lllh as fears |
that swine flu could

demic.

The disclosure came as:
B Thousands of Britons were

1o cul short their

Entiday:‘% Mexico and
thousands more had their
travel plans thrown into chaos
after major tour operators
cancelled flights to the

country.
W Dozens of people in Britain

were tested for Lhe swine flu
virus after two cases were

every house in Britain
containing information about
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y orders 32m
extramasks

than 7,000 holidaymakers
| stranded at home. Many of the
| 7.000 British tourists in Mexico
are expected Lo take up the
| offer of an early return.
| Tour operators said that
| flights leaving the o rrm
| were operating as no
| there were currently spaces on
them and no plans were in
place to put on extra planes.
Thomas Cook, Virgin, Kuoni

m:lTUl said that
mmyam;hts

m-uid m~bmk o nnuther

her boyfriend Alex H 3L
d £1,300 each TM%
Mexico City to Heal
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the swine u outbreak and

ey Tkl s

confirmed cases of HINL
ordered by the Department

3 [}
Health are mainly for health
care pnfmﬁimuuli

A spokesman said it already
had a “substantial number™ in |
stock.

Advice from the Health
Protection Agun%' is that
health care staff dealing with
suspected swine flu cases
should wear a disposable
maslk, gown and gloves and
the patient should also be

1o wear a mash.

Experts have said that the
masks do little to prevent the
spread of swine flu among the
general public.

Holiday plE.lls were left in
disarray yesterday when travel
firms cancelled fﬂghts to
Mexico,

Thomas Cook has cancelled
six Thomas Cook and Airtours
flights to the Mexican resort of
Cancun for the next week.

TUI Travel, which owns
Thomson and First Choice,
cancelled 14 flights to Cancun
and Cozumel up until May 8.

Virgin has cancelled
package holidays to Mexico
until May 5, as has the travel
operator Kuoni until M:

British Airways said
was continuing to (ly as
normal

t it

The :Qanm]lal:ims left more

lundmgym:nhw afternoon,
nﬁmt short their two-
'.\ﬁ:k oliday after just five
days.
Mr Henney, a stockbroker
from Clapham, sald: *The

people in Mexico were panic

terrified to take them to
hospital.”

Travellers were urged to
du:ch 1hﬁ;;mmw htmgrk
El.uﬂl of the .ﬂymociutmn of
British Insurers, said that
while policies vary, some
companies un.h' cover
the mﬂt of the holiday if the
Government advised against
travelling.

The Deﬁmtrmml of Health
said that the leallets would be

sent out next week to the
country's 25million
households.



